
A study by the Heritage Foundation finds that COPS grants were not responsible for the reduction in violent crime rates between 1994 and 2000

Critical Resistance Southern Regional Conference 

& Strategy Session in New Orleans

Critical Resistance Northeast Regional Conference & Strategy Session in New York City

A report by the Bureau of Justice Assistance predicts the rise 
of prisons dedicated to holding specific populations such 

as the elderly, women, and people with mental health needs – 
so called ‘boutique’ prisons

Illinois Governor George Ryan imposes a moratorium on executions 

after investigations found that 13 people who had been sentenced 

to death in the state were innocent

Congress passes the USA Patriot Act – “Uniting and Strengthening 
America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and 
Obstruct Terrorism Act of 2001”

Up from 48% in 1994, polling finds that 65% support 
interventions that address the underlying causes of harm 

in our communities over stricter sentencing

State and local governments spent about $20 billion more on corrections 
than on housing and community development in 2005-06 and between 

1970 and 2005, spending on corrections increased almost three 
times as fast as spending on education and libraries

Organizers lose their struggle against Proposition 21 in California; 
the “Juvenile Crime Initiative” means more youth will be tried in 
adult court and sent to adult prisons. At the same time, California 

passes Prop 36 which promotes treatment over prison.

Black Men United for Change’ Peacekeepers work in 
St. Thomas housing complex in New Orleans and murders 

go from 31 to 0 in 1½ years

Robert King Wilkerson, one of the Angola 3, wins his freedom 
after 29 years in solitary

Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children (FFLIC) win 
their campaign to close the Tallulah Correctional Center for Youth

Approximately 50% of local law enforcement agencies with 100 or more police have a special gang unit

Up from 45% in 2000, 60% of local police departments use 
video surveillance cameras; an industry projected to grow to 

$21 billion by 2010

Every state now has some form of a specialized crime unit
INCITE and Critical Resistance issue joint statement on gender violence and the PICCorrections Corporations of America stock plummets, 

only to rebound post 9/11

Federal Government moves to build more prisons for immigrants

Tens of thousands of people protest the WTO in Seattle

The U.S. prison population hits 2,000,000

The “crime rate” is at its lowest point in 30 years

Across the country, thousands march for immigrant rights on May 1, 2006

First World Social Forum held in Brazil

The torture and murder of prisoners held at the 
Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq comes to light.

Hurricane Katrina hits New Orleans and thousands are left to drown, 

including thousands of people locked inside Orleans Parish Prison

A federal court upholds Mumia Abu Jamal’s conviction 
but voids his death sentence

From June 2005 to today, for the first time in two decades, 
no new state prisons under construction in California. 

Political prisoner Laura Whitehorn is released

Political prisoner Nuh Washington passes away in prison in NY

Sisters Inside holds ‘Are Prisons Obsolete?’ Conference in Australia

The New Jersey 4 are arrested

‘International Conference on Penal Abolition’ is held for 

the first time in Africa, organized by Nigerian organizers

All of Us Or None wins their campaign to ban the box on employment 

applications that asks about convictions in San Francisco

INCITE! Women of Color Against Violence, a national activist 

organization of radical feminists of color advancing a movement to 

end violence against women of color and our communities is born

A Court sides with organizers and finds the environmental 
review process for the Delano II prison inadequate, ordering the 

state to reopen the process.  Organizers gather over 1,000 
comments opposing the prison.

a movement to abolish the prison industrial complex
and Strategy Session brings together 3,500 people and launches 

Critical Resistance: Beyond the Prison Industrial Complex Conference 
James Byrd, Jr. murdered in Jasper, Texas

9/11

The Second Gulf War or the War on Iraq begins

Amadou Diallo murdered by the NYC police 
who were later acquitted
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Political prisoner Linda Evans is released

Critical Resistance is founded as a national organization

All of Us or None, a national organizing initiative of prisoners, former 
prisoners and felons, to combat the many forms of discrimination that we face as the result of felony convictions is born

These are just some of the milestones that have occurred in the last decade of the fight against the prison 
industrial complex, and is in no way complete.  During this weekend of CR10, we hope you will take a 

minute to contribute to the timeline by filling out a timeline card at the registration table. 
After CR10, look out for a link to add more at criticalresistance.org

Study finds that the percent of white people admitted to drug 

treatment is double the percentage of white people in prison 

for drug offenses and the opposite is true for African Americans

United States Social Forum is held in Atlanta

The Community In Unity Coalition stops construction 
of a 2,000 bed jail in the South Bronx
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A report finds that city ordinances outlawing ‘quality 
of life’ crimes are a prominent tool to criminalize homelessness

Without holding a single public hearing, the California legislature 
passes what the New York Times called the largest prison 

construction plan in history

Since 1998, the number of people in prison has increased by 
30% and in jail by 32%. Between 2001 and 2006, the jail population grew at twice the rate of the prison population.

Since 1998, there has been a 77% increase in funding for policing and today, 90% of police departments in communities 
over 50,000 in population have SWAT teams

Between 2000 and 2007, Congress adds 454 new 

offenses to the federal criminal code, coinciding with a 

32% increase in the number of people in federal prisons

Rising from 4,000 in 1990, today there are more than 10,000 
border police. Since 1995, Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

has increased by more than 200% the number of people it imprisons

Stanley “Tookie” Williams is executed 

by the State of California

Recent polls find that about 2/3 of the public prefers spending on “attacking social problems” over law enforcement, prisons and judges to lower the crime rate

7.4 million people in the U.S. live under the control of the prison industrial complex with more than 1 in 100 adults in U.S. prisons or jails, 1 in 9 
black men ages 20 to 34 and 1 in 36 “Hispanic” adults behind bars

Italy releases 12,000 people from prison

Eight former Black Panthers – the San Francisco 8 -- 
are arrested for their alleged involvement in the 1971 murder 

of a police officer and other thirty year old crimes

Transforming Justice is held -- the first-ever national gathering of 
LGBTIQQ former prisoners, activists, attorneys, and community 

members to develop national priorities towards ending the 
criminalization and imprisonment of transgender communities

In New York, the Campaign for Telephone Justice wins elimination 

of the prison telephone commission and rate reductions of over 50%

The Southern Center for Human Rights wins the endorsement of 
an Alabama legislative task force of a plan to reduce the number of 

people in Alabama’s women’s prisons

Over 800 walkers from across Indian country, as well as 

international allies, participate in the 2008 Longest Walk marking 

the 30th anniversary of the original Longest Walk that led to 

Between 10,000 and 20,000 protesters march in Jena, Louisiana in support of the Jena 6 -- in what was described as the “largest civil rights demonstration in years”

First national Copwatch Conference

Indigenous Australian women win their legal battle 
to allow people in prison to vote
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